
As Tsawwassen Chief, and on behalf 

of our Executive Council, I welcome you to 

our Lands. We are committed to building 

a successful and sustainable economy and 

an ideal community for families. I hope you 

will share in this vision. As a newcomer 

to our community, we wish to provide 

you information about your rights and 

responsibilities as a leaseholder resident on 

our Lands. The information in this pamphlet 

addresses some questions you may have, 

and I encourage you to contact our offices 

if you wish to learn more about our Nation 

and community. 

- Chief Bryce Williams

Note: Information in this pamphlet is presented in 
summary form for your convenience. It should not 
be relied upon for accuracy and does not in any way 
replace, supersede, or supplement the law. The full texts 
of Tsawwassen laws and regulations can be found at 
www.TsawwassenFirstNation.com

Tsawwassen FirsT naTion

Tsawwassen Self-Governance
Tsawwassen First Nation (TFN) is a self-governing 

First Nation, which means that we have a Treaty with 
British Columbia and Canada that restores TFN’s right 
to self-govern. Our Treaty was ratified on April 3rd, 
2009, and it provides TFN with certain municipal, 
provincial and federal types of jurisdiction over a 
land base of 724 hectares. This jurisdiction includes 
the ability to make laws relating to governance, land 
management, taxation, and social programming. 
Some laws are specific to TFN Members, while other 
Tsawwassen laws and regulations apply to all people 
on Tsawwassen Lands.

TFN works cooperatively with other levels of 
government to provide effective governance, and 
is a member of Metro Vancouver and the Greater 
Vancouver Water District. In general, provincial and 
federal laws—including the Criminal Code of Canada 
and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms—apply 
on Tsawwassen Lands. The self-government aspect 
of the Treaty gives TFN the ability to make its own 
laws in other areas of jurisdiction, such as land use, 
education, social development, and community 
safety and security.

TFN Reception
604-943-2112

Concerns Related to Public Works
ask for the Public Works Supervisor

Dog Licensing, Permit or Licence Matters
ask for the Lands Department

TFN Enforcement
604-803-9527  

or call Reception and 
ask for the TFN Peace Officer

Other Staff Contacts
can be found under the  
“TFN Government” tab  

on the TFN website

TFN Administration
1926 Tsawwassen Drive 

Tsawwassen, BC  V4M 4G2

Regular Office Hours
Monday through Friday

8:30 am - 4:30 pm

www.TsawwassenFirstNation.com

Tsawwassen First Nation
Key Contacts

How does TFN Government work?
The TFN government is comprised of a Legislature 

and Executive Council, under the leadership of the 
Chief, all of whom are elected by Tsawwassen First 
Nation Members. As well, TFN government includes 
an independent Judicial Council and various advisory 
bodies, all supported by qualified, professional public 
service staff. In general, members of government 
are elected for three-year terms. The terms of the 
current members of government will expire in 2016. 

For more information, see the Elected Government 
page on the TFN website under the “TFN 
Government” tab. 

TFN applies the same standards of financial 
administration, including spending and auditing, 
as are generally accepted by other governments 
in Canada. Annual Service Plans and Reports are 
made publicly available to ensure transparency and 
accountability. 

Service Plans, Annual Plans, Land Use Plans 
and 5-year Strategic Plans are available on the 
“Information Centre” page of the TFN website, under 
the “About TFN” tab.

Welcome to

LeaseHOLdeR 
INFORMATION

“Tsawwassen” means “land facing the sea”. For thousands of years, Tsawwassen people travelled the Lower 
Fraser River and Salish Sea (Georgia Straight). Our people fished, traded and lived in various parts of south 
coastal B.C. and north coastal Washington, but our home was centred in the area most of our people now live, 
on what are now recognized as Tsawwassen Lands.

For additional information, please see the Declaration of Tsawwassen Identity and Nationhood on the TFN 
website, under the “About TFN” and then “TFN Vision & Mandate” tabs.

About Tsawwassen First Nation

What is the Tsawwassen Treaty? 
The Treaty lays out the responsibilities of TFN, British Columbia, and Canada and describes the scope of TFN 

lawmaking jurisdiction. The full text of the Treaty can be found on the TFN website under the “About TFN” tab, 
along with additional agreements about financing, implementation, and taxation. 

www.TsawwassenFirstNation.com
http://tsawwassenfirstnation.com/tfn-government/administration/staff-contacts/
www.TsawwassenFirstNation.com
http://tsawwassenfirstnation.com/tfn-government/elected-government/
http://tsawwassenfirstnation.com/general-info/info-centre/
http://www.tsawwassenfirstnation.com/pdfs/TFN-About/TFN-Vision-and-Mandate/Declaration_of_Tsawwassen_Identity_and_Nationhood.pdf
http://www.tsawwassenfirstnation.com/pdfs/TFN-About/Treaty/1_Tsawwassen_First_Nation_Final_Agreement.PDF
http://tsawwassenfirstnation.com/general-info/tfn-vision-mandate/


Leaseholder participation
There are two main bodies that are designed to 

give voice to, and provide for engagement with, 
leaseholder residents of Tsawwassen Lands: the 
Consultation Committee and the Property Taxation 
Authority. 

To provide a mechanism for residents who live 
on Tsawwassen Lands but are not members of the 
First Nation to be consulted and participate on 
matters that directly and significantly affect them, 
the Executive Council established the Consultation 
Committee. The Committee is comprised of 
non-member residents, selected by non-member 
residents. The Committee meets with TFN staff 
quarterly and consults on matters including 
regulatory structures and changes, and economic 
development plans. 

Under Tsawwassen law, non-member residents 
are also represented on the Property Taxation 
Authority (PTA), which is comprised of members 
of the Executive Council and non-member 
representative(s). The PTA is responsible for 
approving the tax rates and expenditures in 
respect of residential property taxation for 
every tax year, as well as approving residential 
exemptions and grants. 

For additional Information, see Other 
Committees and Authorities on the TFN website 
under the “TFN Government” tab, or contact TFN’s 
Public Services division at 604-943-2112.  

School board elections 
Tsawwassen First Nation is part of School 

District #37. Leaseholders and other residents 
of Tsawwassen Lands are eligible to vote for the 
Office of School Trustee for the Delta Board of 
Education. TFN residents are not eligible to vote in 
the Delta municipal elections, as we are not part of 
the Corporation of Delta.

Property taxes
TFN’s property tax rates are tied to the rates for 

the Corporation of Delta until 2021. After that, TFN 
can establish its own rates in a manner equivalent 
to how rates are established by municipalities. 

Leaseholders will receive a notice in the mail 
explaining their rate, and how, when, and where 
they can pay. TFN property taxes are due on the 
first business day after July 1st. 

Note that TFN Government provides a grant 
equivalent to the BC Home Owner Grant to 
qualified residents.  By applying for the grant, the 
property taxes on your principal residence can 
be reduced by up to $570 (even more if you are a 
senior, a veteran, or a person with a disability).

For additional Information, see the Property 
Taxation Act and Home Owner Grant Regulation 
on the TFN website under the “Laws, Regulations 
and Policies” tab. See the TFN Real Property Tax 
Coordination Agreement under the “About TFN”  
and then “Our Treaty” tabs.

Utilities and related services
TFN provides water and sewer service for all 

residents of Tsawwassen Shores. In addition, TFN 
has contracted with Emterra to provide waste-
collection services. Tsawwassen’s rates for water, 
sewer and waste collection are set on a cost 
recovery basis. Residents will receive their utility 
bills in the mail, along with instructions on how, 
when, and where they can be paid. Utility fees 
payable to TFN are due the first business day after 
July 1st, at the same time as property taxes. 

All residents also receive a full range of 
other municipal-type services, including road 
maintenance, snow clearing, fire and ambulance 
services and emergency planning. Regular 
infrastructure investments by TFN, such as the new 
sewage treatment plant, ensure that services are 
available and sufficient to meet the needs of our 
growing community.

Waste collection schedules
For Tsawwassen Shores, TFN has a contract with 

Emterra to collect garbage, recycling and organics. 
Bins should be ready for pick up Friday mornings 
by 7 a.m. If Christmas or New Year’s Day happen 
to fall on a Friday, check the Emterra website at 
emterra.ca for your alternate pickup day.

Permits and licensing
TFN provides a wide range of permit and 

licensing services. Residents must obtain a permit 
from TFN before beginning any construction or 
alterations to property on Tsawwassen Lands. All 
resident dogs must also have a TFN dog license. 
Contact the Tsawwassen Lands Department 
at 604-948-5235 for licensing and permit 
information. 

Recreation facilities, libraries, and parks
TFN residents can access Delta 

recreation facilities, parks, and 
libraries. For information about 
Delta’s municipal library services, 
see delta.ca/services/libraries; 
for parks and other recreational 
services, see delta.ca/parks-
recreation. 

National Aboriginal Day
TFN hosts a special community 

event around June 21 each year to 
celebrate National Aboriginal Day. 
All Leaseholders are welcome to 
attend. See the TFN website for 
more information.

Tsawwassen Government Services and Engagement
When should I call delta Police?

Delta Police are contracted by TFN to perform 
the same level of enforcement work on 
Tsawwassen Lands as they do in Delta. For any 
concerns involving violence, criminal activity, 
or safety, the Delta Police have jurisdiction on 
Tsawwassen Lands. For emergency services, call 
911. For non-emergency situations, they can be 
reached at 604-946-4411. 

When should I call TFN enforcement?
TFN has its own enforcement officers, including 

a Peace Officer who works closely with Delta 
Police to ensure that TFN Lands are as safe 
and welcoming as they can be. The officer will 
be wearing a recognizable uniform and will be 
operating a vehicle clearly marked “Tsawwassen 
First Nation Peace Officer”. If you have a non-
urgent concern, such as a complaint about noise 

levels, dumping, damage to lands, or an unsightly 
property, call TFN Enforcement at 604-803-

9527. TFN Officers issue tickets—similar to 
those issued by municipal bylaw officers 

across British Columbia—in situations 
where TFN laws or regulations are 
violated.  For additional information, see 
the “Compliance and Enforcement” page 
under the “Programs and Services” tab. 
The Ticket Regulation can be found under 

the “Laws, Regulations and Policies” tab.
TFN has laws and regulations that 

govern the conduct of Enforcement 
Officers and provide processes for 
appeals and complaints about officer 
conduct.  For more information, see 
the Laws Enforcement Act and the 
Enforcement Officer Regulation on 
the TFN website under the “Laws, 
Regulations and Policies” tab. 
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