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 Island community eyes

~Metro Vancouver trash

GOLD RIVER: Proposed plant would turn garbage into electnc:ty

~ BY FRANK LUBA
LOWER MAINLAND REPORTER

Gold River wants Metro Vancou-
ver’s garbage.

Trash from the Lower Malnland
could be barged to the little village
of 1,400 residents on the west coast
of Vancouver Island and tumed into
heat-and electricity, courtesy of a
new plant that American company -
Covantaiswillingto build on the site
of a defunct pulp mill.

The plant will cost Covanta about
$500 million and take 30 to 36
monthstobuild. fthas an exemption
from the environmental-assessment
processand all itneeds, accordingto
Covantavice-president Tom Lyons,
is for Metro Vancouver to issue a
request for proposals to build it.

“We put up 2all the money,” said
Lyons, “The tinancingis in place.

“Thelast piece of the puzzle is gar-
bage;” he said.

Metro Vancouver is reconsider-
ingwhat it does with what residents

throw out. About 500,000 tonnes of
Metro garbage is sent annually by
diesel truck to a landfill in Cache
Creek. The landfill will be full some-
time in 2012 and has the potential to
expand, but that will cost approxi-
mately $100 million.’

Metro Vancouver’s draft solid-
waste plan is currently undergoing
public consultation but it is taking
fire from the Fraser Valley and envi-
ronmentalists opposed to emissions

from a waste-to-energy plant or

incineratorin the Lower Mainland.
Sucha plantis Metro's top priority.
Second on the listis an incinerator
. outside oftheregion, whichiswhere
Covanta and Gold River come in. -
Covanta has a deal with B.C. Hydro

to supply it with power and would

_charge Metro a tipping fee pertonne
“of waste to generate that power.
“We can be in a price range that’s
competitive with what théir current
disposal costs are,” said Lyons.
Gold River Mayor CraigAnderson’s

community supports the Covanta

pian, which would result in about
300 jobs a year while the plant was
being builtand then in excess of 100
permanent jobs:

Unlike the Fraser Valiey, where

incinerator haters say emissions

‘would be trapped, Anderson said

Gold River weather patterns blow
emissions put over the ocean.

“We lived with a pulp mill for just
about 40 years here,” he said.

But Helen Spiegelman of Zero
Waste Vancouver trashed both
continuing to use Cache Creek and

building an incinerator, which she

called “alandfill in the sky” -

- “Wehave to all get over the notion -

that our waste is somethirig we can
just destroy,” she said, calling for
reducing waste and reusing resourc-
es as an alternative.

Metro hopes to present its solid -
waste plan to Environment Minis- -

ter Barry Penner by August or ear-

ly September. His decision will dic-

tate what the region does.
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Lower Mainland garbage, here being unloaded in the Cache Creek

dump, could be headmg to Vancouver Island.
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